DISGRACE   ABOUNDING

Jewish regime as the last hope of saving Hungary from some form
of National Socialism; how in course of time he himself came to
feel strongly that land-for-the-landless, work-for-the-workless,
and restriction of the Jewish influence were essential for Hungary;
how he then attempted to call into being a movement, "Hungarian
Life', to bring about these things; and how the Old Regime in
Budapest, which had effortlessly reimposed its rule on Hungary
after a world war, turned on and prepared to rend him.

One of the weapons they used against him was the suggestion
that he himself had Jewish blood, and I have also told in this book
how he disproved this by producing birth and baptismal certi-
ficates for his parents and grandparents* The rumours, however,
were not stilled, and a month later Imr^dy announced that he had
made further researches and had discovered that his maternal
great-great-grandparents were actually Jewish and had been
baptized Christians with their son, his maternal great-grandfather,
in the year 1814. Imr^dy stated that he still firmly believed the
policy he had advocated to be essential for Hungary. But in
these circumstances he would not pursue it further himself, and
he resigned. His overthrow, like that of Octavian Goga in Ruma-
nia a year earlier, was the result of the powerful Jewish opposition,
in Hungary and abroad, and was another setback, for how long
cannot yet be foretold, to the German desire to see restrictive
measures against the Jews adopted in other countries. By a strange
freak of chance, the first man who ever tried seriously to tackle the
Jewish problem in Hungary had himself Jewish blood, three
generations back*
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